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   James Ferguson 

James has been here 
25 years.  He has 
trapped gophers, 
picked weeds, 
bagged seed, hauled 
grain, picked stones, 
and is our resident 
bee equipment guy 

 

ALFALFA SEED IN SHORT SUPPLY 

The industry has done it again.   Cow/calf 
prices were poor.  Hay exports got 
Trumped.  Hay surpluses piled up as   
prices dropped below break-even.     
Farmers did not want, or need, to plant 
more hay.   

The result was seed fields were ploughed 
out.  Seed contracts were cancelled.  
Leafcutter bees were too much work.   Big 
farms, big equipment, and big fields was 
the only way to go.   

THE COME-BACK: 

Europe has had alfalfa seed crop failure 
after crop failure.  Livestock prices hit  
record highs.   Wheat, canola, corn and 
soybean prices went into the basement.  
Hay became valuable again.   But there 
were  no “hay seed farmers” left. 

The comeback started the spring of 2024 
and is really strong right now.   Common 
alfalfa seed at $2.50 to $2.70.    

Bees at $110—$120 with even $150 at 
the end. 

THE PUSH: 

Cows are in!  Hay is in!   Ranchers are 
concerned about drought and are ready to 
plant, harvest and stockpile more hay. All 
the seed companies want you to grow  
alfalfa seed under contract with record 
high contract prices.    

You can’t plant a hay crop without alfalfa 
seed.   You can’t grow alfalfa seed without 
leafcutter bees.   Wow!   At Last ! 

HOW LONG WILL THIS LAST? 

Right now prices and demand for the 
2026 crop look very good.   There are 
some new seed/bee growers starting up, 
but there are long term guys ready to   
retire.    It is hard to see a big increase in 
seed acres in Western Canada, but right 
now this crop is very attractive compared 
to the other crop options.   Acres planted 
this spring, will produce in 2027.    

MARKETS & PRICES 
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LEAFCUTTER BEES & PARASITES: 

This seems to be a hot topic.   More growers are 
“whispering” about parasite problems.   Part of 
this is because our Federal government withdrew 
dichlorvos from the Canadian market.   It is still 
available in the USA as Hot Shot and ProZap  
Insect Guard.   The active ingredients are similar, 
but some USA beekeepers think ProZap is best. 

PARASITE CONTROL USING MAGIC LIQUID: 

Dr. Gail MacInnis has developed a new bee     
cocoon treatment for parasite control.   This      
requires coating the cocoons with a mixture of 
plant essential oils prior to incubation.   Last year 
we used a spray bottle and cement mixer to treat 
1% parasitized bees for a 100 acre field.    

Tracy and Natalie did all the work.   It was messy, 
smelly and time consuming. The cells have a 
glazed look after coating.   

Some parasites die in the cocoons or in the trays. 
Most parasites quickly leave the trays, without  
parasitizing any developing bee larva.  Based on 
our 2025 tests, re-parasitism in the incubator was 
1 cell in 2000, vs 71 cells in 2000 using Vapona.  
The bee return from these bees was 3.0 times.   

2026 TREATMENT TESTING ON FULL FIELDS: 

For Dr. MacInnis to get a registration for a new 
product, field scale treatments are required.    For 
2026 we will treat enough bees to pollinate an 
entire, isolated, alfalfa seed field.   This is a very 
significant risk, as both bees and seed yields are 
at risk.    The treatment needs to be applied a day 
or two prior to incubation.    We built and tested 
this contraption that treats 4 trays of bees a     
minute.  It meters the bees, sprays  the treatment, 
and does the mixing continuously.    

The PROOF will be % parasitism, % females, bee 
increase and alfalfa seed yield coming back from 
the experimental field after 2026 harvest. 

GROWING  MORE BEES: 

Bees need pollen, nectar and leaf pieces to build 
and provision their cocoons.  We all know bees 
like to cut pieces from canola petals, wild buck-
wheat leaves, or wilted lambs-quarters.  Alfalfa 
leaves need to be wilted a bit.  The bees leave the 
bee shelter and fly some distance looking for just 
the right leaf.   Sometimes they move to the edge 
of the field.  Sometimes they go to the neighbors.  
Sometimes they don’t ever come back.   We plant 
tame buckwheat around the bee shelters.   It’s 
time consuming but we think it makes us money.   

 That Seed-Rite is a museum piece, so this year 
we are moving up to an IH 7200 hoe drill.  Will see 
how that works.  

Seeding Buckwheat June 1st 
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ALFALFA SEED PRODUCTION: 

Here is a picture taken a week ago in Nevada, the 
mountains in the background.  It is an irrigated 
alfalfa seed field, planted in 2’ row spacing.  The 

USA seed growers, with sunshine and  moisture 
in abundance, have quite thin stands.    They will 
cross cultivate, and lightly cultivate to control   
alfalfa seedlings and to keep the stand thin.    

This field had an application of Prowl H2O 
(pendimethalin) for weed control.   Looked pretty 
clean.  Not labelled for Western Canada. 

These stands have two problems.  Weeds grow in 
any bare space, and the pollinated plants fall over 
with the seed pods ending on the ground.  They 
claim these fields have higher alfalfa seed yield 
potential than solid stands.   These thin stands 
work for us, but venture into this very slowly.    

SEED PROCESSING AND FUSSY BUYERS: 

In a hungry market, there is a buyer for            
everything.   All our buyers kept saying “Can you 
ship us some more seed this spring?”  They would 
buy seed with weeds or crop problems, seed that 
is normally hard to sell.   It was a hot market 
pushed by seed sales at the farmer / hay          
producer level.  For the first time in memory, our 
warehouse is empty.    

INPUTS: 

Diesel Fuel:   On our bee delivery tour, I   was 
surprised by how many farmers have the year’s 
supply of diesel fuel on the farm now.  This is   
driven by price and shortage concerns. 

Reglone (Diquat) is seriously short.  Prices have 
moved from $7.00/L to $9.00/L to now $14.00/L. 
Get what you need for this fall, into your shed 
now. 

 

BUG CONTROL: 

So far there is no silver bullet.    For many of you, 
Matador/Silencer simply doesn’t work any more.   
Too many multiple applications each year, for too 
many years.    

CHANGING OF THE GUARD: 

Cleaning alfalfa seed requires: 

• An excellent knowledge of all the different 
specialized cleaning mills,  

• How they interface, what they can remove 
from your seed, and how to set them. 

• How to remove the weed and crop seeds 
without putting your seed in the screenings, 

• How to recognize all the tiny seeds that seem 
to be identical to alfalfa seed.   

Murray left this group long ago, long time expert 
Willem retired this spring to be with his $$$ cow 
herd, Craig knows just enough to cause trouble, 
so a changing of the guard became necessary. 

These are the key guys who did most of the     
processing , packaging, and shipping of your 
seed, standing in the empty warehouse.    

Jay Newton on the left, Craig and Tracy’s son, 
after three years away is now back, now as a 
farmer & shareholder full time. 

Lloyd Wilson, 40 years with us, master of the seed 
plant, and mentor of the other three young guys. 

Dalton Villeneuve, 3 years in the blending,      
bagging and labelling side of the plant operation. 

Ethan Lomenda, he is the new key guy at the 
wheel, now ready to teach Lloyd a few things. 
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